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As SD State Organization President, DKG, (that is how it is suggested we new state 
presidents identify ourselves) The Rush is on  to ask each chapter in South Dakota this 
question: How can I help you know that I appreciate you? We Northwest Regional presi-
dents were reminded that the strength of DKG resides in the chapters. The chapter is 
where members can most influence education for the better. That is where nurturing 
each other as society sisters can really take place, and that is where new members and 
good ideas can emerge.   
 
Congratulations to chapters taking home certificates from the 2009 convention. Each of 
our 14 South Dakota Chapters is unique. No one has the ñsecret of successò for DKG in 
our state. They need to be appreciated individually, and only after doing that can we see 
if Alpha Pi State is successful.  
 
Chapters that are working to nurture each member, especially as a leader; to be attrac-
tive to new members; or to be of service in the community will find satisfaction. Is your 
chapter finding a need of educators and fulfilling that need? If so, your chapter will find 
success measured by good attendance and new members. Remember when seeking 
members, DKG interprets the word educator broadly.  
 
Each member needs to think about identifying what her chapter can do, and yes, what it 
can not do. Despairing over what can not be done does not help any situation. A meet-
ing where ideas are offered by members is the time to Reflect, Renew, Rejoice and 
Recharge.  Then inspire one member to act on one idea, new or renewed. Encourage 
and help her and see where it goes. There can be surprising results. When ready, tackle 
another idea that nurtures members or benefits educators. 
 
Whenever you have questions, you may ask a state officer or past state president. As 
teachers, you know no question is wrong. If you need contact information for these peo-
ple,  check with your chapter president or me. Also, keep in touch with society change 
by going to the website, www.deltakappagamma.net.   
 
Lastly, remember that the chapter is responsible for membership records. Who has held 
office and who has accomplished deeds need to be recorded. There will come a time 
when you will want this information at hand. State Historian Marjorie Bohn is asking for a 
history of your chapter from 2001 to 2010 due sometime soon after Christmas. 
 
Let me know what can help you be Recharged as needed, and I look forward to getting 
to know your chapter and each member more personally during these two years. 
 
LaRee Mayes 
SD State Organization President, DKG 
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Alpha Pi-State   



 

ñA Laugh a Day Puts Wrinkles in the Right Placesò 
 
I want to personally thank you sisters for all my new wrinkles.  I have a wrinkle that has appeared by my right eye, and I 
know it has come from greeting and enjoying time with you.  Thank you for all the times you greeted me when we would 
meet. 
 
I have a wrinkle over my left eyebrow, which popped out as I handed over the gavel to our new Alpha Pi State President 
LaRee Mayes.  I wish LaRee the best of luck during her biennium. 
 
Then I have a deep wrinkle between my eyebrows from all the time spent in a car with one of my friends or family  
members escorting me from chapter meeting to chapter meeting.  Thank you to all of you for being so supportive of this 
fun adventure that I was able to experience because of YOU. 
 

My forehead is peppered with wrinkles from all the phone calls, conversations, and foolishness with my own Kappa 
Chapter sisters.  Thank you to all the gals of my chapter for being so supportive and helpful in all the things I asked if 
they could help me with as I was completing my time as state president.  I could have not done this with out your help. 
 
Alpha State Sisters thanks for the deep, laugh lines on each side of my mouth.  Wow!!!!!  So many helpful sisters  
populate South Dakota from state line to state line. 
 
And then to all my DKG Sisters, thanks for my new dimples.  I just love them. 
 
Last, but certainly not least, my dear husband, Fred, and my wonderful daughter, Heidi, who were so worried about all 
my new wrinkles.  So they went out and bought me a huge bottle of Oil of Olay Wrinkle Reducing formula.  But I am NOT 
going to use it!!!!!  WHY???? 
 

Because I love my new wrinkles!!!! 
 
Thank you to all of you for the wonderful memories as your 2007-2009 South Dakota State President!!!! 
 
Mary Kay Black 
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